
C H I E F C H A T
Submi t ted by Ch ie f Jer ry Summers

There is a certain amount of excitement and anticip ation when one begins a new 
project or endeavor.  The excitement comes because of the projects completion 
and the anticipation as to how the final product wi ll be received by its recipients.
I am pleased with the completion of the McCall Poli ce Department’s first quar-
terly electronic newsletter and I hope each of you find it both informative and 
useful.  It is anticipated each quarter you will re ceive the newsletter addressing 
specific areas of concerns for this community.  We will have articles for each 
discipline of the police department’s pressing need s or issues, such as neighbor-
hood watch tips, McCall Merchant concerns, investig ations, code enforcement 
and parking.

We expect in the near future to further enhance our  service to the community by 
the development and implementation of an interactiv e McCall Police Department 
website, Citizen’s Academy’s and electronic alert s ystem to area merchants for 
insufficient fund checks or closed account checks i n an effort to help minimize 
losses to local business.

At the McCall Police Department we are truly dedica ted to “Serving the commu-
nity as members of the community”  while consistently earning the public’s trust.
This electronic newsletter is one of the ways we in tend to further enhance, com-
munication, cooperation, trust and rapport with eac h of you.  I am hopeful 
through this newsletter the McCall Police Departmen t can put a face and person-
ality for each of the Officers you see on a daily b asis, and this will encourage you 
to engage your Officers into  conversation, ask que stions of the officers, and even 
relay input and suggestions for your police departm ent to improve in its service 
to you.

Thank you for your trust and support and please fee l free to contact either Lt. 
Pete Rittenger or myself at (208) 634-7144, with any concerns or suggestions you 
might have for this newsletter or the police depart ment.

Chief Jerry Summers
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C O M I N G S O O N

McCall Police Online

We are working on a new department 
web site.  The site will be loaded 

with PD information, public safety 
resources, crime statistics and more.

Is there something specific you would 
like to see on our web site?

If so, drop us an email at 
police@mccall.id.us.

H O M E O R R E S I D E N T I A L S E C U R I T Y
Submi t ted by Sgt . Lar ry Stokes

Everyone knows someone who has been the victim of a theft or they have been a 
victim themselves, right?

Thefts can happen to anyone, at anytime. Having you r home burglarized brings on 
a sense of being violated. The question you have to  ask yourself, “What can I do 
to avoid being the victim of a theft”? 

If you are home, there are many ways to prevent som eone from taking your prop-
erty or identity. Let’s look at some small things t hat you can do to protect your-
self while at home;

Lock your doors and windows even whi le at  home
Check your doors and the locks. Always have a deadbolt in your exterior doors 
and your garage door between your residence and your garage. There should also 
be a plate which covers the door lock itself to kee p possible thieves from using 
something to pry open the door at the lock from the  outside. If your door locks 
are old, replace them. If you do not have a key for  your house, get one!
(If you have a hide-a-key for your home on the outside, do not te ll anyone where 
it is unless you trust them explicitly)

If your windows are old and the locks are not worki ng, replace them.  ( How ex-
pensive can a couple of window locks be compared to  the possibility of losing 
family heirlooms or thousands of dollars of hard ea rned property?) By placing a 
window block in the sill of your exterior windows, you can deter a thief from 
even opening the window at all. If the window only opens a short distance, then 
it could stop a thief from even getting in, unless they break a window, thus mak-
ing more noise, drawing the attention of the neighb ors or the police. Check your 

See SECURITY, Page 2



Security
(Cont inued from Page 1)

windows periodically and make sure the screens are secure and 
intact. Wooden dowels can be purchased at a hardwar e store, 
(they are a cheap piece of insurance)  and cut them to the length 
required for your window track. Simply drop them in  the window 
track slot, and forget about them.

Door eyeglass holes
At a hardware store of your choice, purchase the glass peepholes 
that can be installed in exterior doors to allow you to see who is 
outside while you are inside the door, with the door locked!

Exter ior l ight ing
At a hardware store of your choice, purchase and in stall lights 
that illuminate the exterior of your home. Motion l ights generally 
work the best and can be set to discriminate betwee n small ani-
mals and human sized objects. Direct these lights s o they will 
eliminate any shadowy areas. These lights will also  provide law 

enforce-
ment with 
enough
illumina-
tion to see 
if anyone 
is moving 
around
the out-
side of 
your home 
at night. 
Make sure 
you have a 
certified
electrician

complete the installation for your safety.

But, remember, if your community has a dark skies o rdinance, 
make sure you are in compliance by not shining the light on any 
other homes, just your own home)

Inter ior Light ing and window cover ings
When you are gone, you can use timers purchased at any store to 
set your interior lights to cycle off and on at dif ferent times. 
This gives the illusion that someone is at home to those looking 
in from the street. You can also have a friend or relative stop by 
and turn on or turn off different lights as needed.  You can also 
have them move window blinds or coverings to differ ent position 
to give the illusion someone is home.
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H A L L O W E E N S A F E T Y T I P S
Submi t ted by Ofc . Luke Bodden

Halloween is just around the corner.  I wanted to take a few 
moments and share some quick and effective Hallowee n safety 
tips with you.  First, make sure you are visible to  other people 
on the road.  Wear costumes that are bright in colo r or have 
reflective material built into the costume.  A chea p alternative 
if your costume doesn’t have reflective material ar e glow sticks.
If you are wearing a mask as part of your costume, make sure 
you can see out of you mask.  Take a moment and wri te your 
name, address, and phone number on a tag in you costume.

Second, travel in a group.
Trick-or-Treating in a group 
provides safety and visibility.
You are safer in a group be-
cause there are more eyes 
looking for danger.  You are 
also more visible to vehicles 
driving on the road.  Carry a 
flashlight with fresh batteries 
so you can see where you are 
going if the roadway isn’t well 
illuminated.  Let you parents 
know what route you are going 
to take.

Parents, keep you candle lit 
pumpkins away from the 
house.  The further away from 
the house the pumpkin is the 
less chance you have of having 
a house fire.  If your child has 
a prop, such as a knife, pitch-
fork, or a scythe, make sure there are no sharp edg es for your 
child to get hurt with.  Feed your kids a healthy d inner so your 
kids aren’t as tempted to eat their candy.

Kids, last but not least, let your parents inspect the fruits of 
your labor.  You don’t want to get sick or hurt fro m eating a 
piece of candy that has been tampered with.

Ofc . Bodden is the Schoo l Resource Of f i cer fo r the McCal l -Donne l ly
School Dist r ic t .

Testing a new recruit
Chief Summers: As a recruit, you'll be faced with 
some difficult issues. What would you do if you had  
to arrest your mother?

New Recruit: Call for backup!

Yard fo l iage
While I agree that having fences, trees and shrubbe ry in our yards is 
nice, they do present some problems. If they are cl ose to the house, 
here are two obvious things to watch out for; They can hide thieves 
from being seen by you, your neighbors or the polic e at night. 
Make sure to keep your trees and shrubbery spread apart in your yard so that the shadowed areas can be  seen from different angle s
during the daylight hours, but still can be seen by  car headlights or by flashlight at night.

They can be a potential fire hazard during extreme fire danger years. For the fire prevention problem, make sure to keep an 
area clean down to the grass or dirt approximately 30 feet from your residence. (For further details, go to; www.firewise.org/  ) or 
contact the McCall Fire Department at (208)634-7070 .

Alarm systems
There are two primary alarm systems that people use  for residential homes. There are motion type detec tors and systems which are
activated by crossing the threshold of a door or wi ndow, causing a circuit interruption of low level e lectrical current. There a re too 
many alarm system brand names and models to list he re.  Check the telephone book or the internet for a larm companies that can 
help you determine the best system for your home. 

Sgt . S tokes is a pat ro l superv isor and one of our res ident ia l secur i ty spec ia l i s ts .



Community Connect ions

I N V E S T I G A T I O N O F B A D C H E C K S
Submi t ted by Det . Er ic F ie ldstad

What can I do to protect myself from becoming 
the victim of a bad check?

The information that must be collected for each and  every ac-
cepted cheek is as follows. Proper identification from the person 
writing the check, which includes picture identific ation such as a 
driver’s license, state identification card, milita ry identification 
or any other official picture identification issued  by the govern-
ment or state.  The picture identification must inc lude the per-
son’s date of birth, document number (such as the d river’s li-
cense number), person’s address, the person’s physical descrip-
tion, and a picture of the person.  When accepting a check from 
a person you or your employees should verify that the person 
writing the check is the same person on the form of  identifica-
tion that is looked at.  You or your employee must write on the 
check the identification number and the state of is sue, the per-
son’s date of birth, and the name on the identifica tion.  After 
writing this information on the check, you or your employee 
should write your employee number or the acceptor’s  initials 
next to the information.  The reason for the employ ee number or 
initials is so the employee can assist us in identi fying who wrote 
the check at a later date.  If all of the above inf ormation is not 
gathered at the time the check is accepted it may b e difficult if 
not impossible to prosecute.

What to do i f you st i l l become the vic t im of a
bad check?

Before the police department will open an investiga tion the busi-
ness owner / victim must first attempt to collect o n the check.
This is done by sending a 
certified letter to the 
person who wrote the 
check requesting full pay-
ment of the check and any 
fees that the business 
charges for the collection 
of the check.  In this let-
ter, do not threaten crimi-
nal prosecution in any 
way.  Do not agree to 
installment payments or partial payments for the ch eck.  What 
you must never do is threaten prosecution in this letter!  If you 
threaten prosecution in your collections letter we will be unable 
to open a case for you.

As much as the police department and the prosecutin g attorney’s 
office would like to help you with your collections , we are not 
able to legally do so.  The only time we can assist  you is if you 
are willing to prosecute the writer of the bad chec k.  We can 
only help with prosecution if you have followed the  above proce-
dure to try to collect the money yourself.

The first step in turning a “bad” check over to the  police depart-
ment for investigation is completing an Insufficient Funds and 
Account Closed Checks Submission For Investigation form.  This 
form is available at the McCall Police Department o r from any 
one of our patrol officers.  It is a good idea to g et a copy of this 
form and then to make many copies to have on hand at your 
business.  This form must be completed and submitte d to the 
police department with the “bad” check within 45 da ys of the 
check being written.

What happens now? I was unable to col lect
the money, and I f i l led out the form with in
the 45 day t ime l imi t . Wi l l you col lect my
money now?

S N O W R E M O V A L R E M I N D E R
Submi t ted by Lt . Pete Ri t teng er

With any luck (good or bad, depending on your persp ective) the 
snow removal experts from the City will soon be har d at work 
clearing our streets of the white, fluffy stuff.  O ur crew’s ability 
to efficiently and thoroughly remove snow is often times affected 
by objects, such as vehicles, trailers and trash cans, left in the 
roadway during plowing operation hours.
City Code requires 
that cars, trash cans, 
and other obstructions 
be kept out of the 
street and out of the 
way of City snow re-
moval crews.  Cars, 
trailers or other ob-
structions parked on 
City streets between 
3:00 AM and 7:00 AM 
in violation of City 
Ordinance may be 
cited or towed.
Snow removal crews 
typically begin work at 4:00 am if there has been a recent snow-
fall, or at 7:00 am on other days.  If more than 3” of snow falls in 
a storm, the crews begin their routes early.  The S treets Superin-
tendent monitors the weather, and calls in the crew  early for 
plowing as needed.  Crews work seven days a week, and the 
threshold on weekends is 4” of new snow.  Crews wor k eight 
hours each day, or longer if their assigned routes cannot be com-
pleted in one standard shift.
Please help our snow removal crews keep our streets clear of 
snow and ice by removing your vehicles and other ob jects from 
the roadway.

Visit the City of McCall website at www.mccall.id.u s for more 
information regarding snow removal regulations.

Lt . Ri t teng er superv ises invest igat i ons and pat ro l . He is a f rus-
t ra ted gol fer in h is spare t ime.

See CHECKS, Page 4

C I T I Z E N ’ S A C A D E M Y T O B E G I N
I N J A N U A R Y
Submi t ted by Lt . Pete Ri t teng er

The Police Department will be hosting a twelve-week  Citizen’s 
Academy beginning January 7, 2009. The purpose of the acad-
emy is to provide citizens with a working knowledge  of the police 
department, so that we can more readily accomplish our goal of 
continuously improving relations between the commun ity and law 
enforcement. The more information citizen’s have ab out the 
police department, the less suspicions, fears and m isconceptions 
that will exist, thereby eliminating conflicts caus ed simply by a 
lack of understanding. 

The Academy spans 12 weeks, meeting once a week in the eve-
ning for two to three hours. 

Each comprehensive block of instruction is designed  to give citi-
zens a working knowledge of the McCall Police Department. In-
struction is provided by officers and supervisors. Instruction var-
ies from class to class, but usually consists of le ctures, demon-
strations, and hands-on practice. In general, we wi ll cover such 
diverse topics as criminal and traffic law, search and seizure, 
arrest techniques, patrol procedures, criminal inve stigations, DUI 
detection and narcotics interdiction and investigat ion; with a 
particular emphasis on patrol, the area where citiz ens are most 
often in contact. 

Applications can be obtained from the Police Depart ment.
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Checks
(Cont inued from Page 3)

The first thing that will happen is that an officer  will be assigned 
your case and an investigation will be done.  After  the officer 
completes the investigation the case is usually sen t to the Valley 
County Prosecutor’s office for review and charges.  If the person 
who wrote the check is found guilty or pleads guilt y, the prosecu-
tor can request the court to order restitution be p aid to the busi-
ness owner / victim in the case.  The restitution p ayments will be 
paid to the Valley County Court Clerk’s Office and then the 
clerk’s office will send a check to the business ow ner / victim in 
the case.

Det . F ie lds tad is the depar tment inves t iga to r and can answe r any
add i t iona l ques t ions . He can be reached at 208.634.7144.

C U R I O U S M I N D S W A N T T O
K N O W … .
Submi t ted by Lt . Pete Ri t teng er

I just moved to McCal l f rom another state.
Do I need to get Idaho l icense plates and
dr iver ’s l icense?

Yes.  If you are a new resident, you must register and title your 
vehicle(s) within 90 days.  The vehicle must be titled in Idaho 
before it can be registered.  You can apply for veh icle registra-
tion immediately after submitting the required docu ments to a 
county assessor's motor vehicle office.  An Idaho r esident is 
anyone whose principal home has been in Idaho for 90 continu-
ous days, although residency may be declared at any  time ear-
lier, and vehicles may be titled and registered at that time.
Idaho residents who are temporarily in another stat e (i.e., stu-
dents or military personnel) may request titles and  registrations 
for their vehicle(s) through the mail.
When moving to Idaho you will need to apply for an Idaho 
driver's license within 90 days of residing in Idah o, whether your 
out-of-state license has expired or not.  If you have a Commer-
cial Driver's License (CDL), you are required to be  licensed in 
Idaho within 30 days of residing in Idaho.

Not registering you vehicle or getting an Idaho dri ver’s license 
within the allotted time is a misdemeanor.

I  am an Idaho resident but  recent ly  moved to a new add ress. Do I  need to update my vehic le
registrat ion and dr iver ’s l icense informat ion?

Yes.  Upon a change of address the vehicle registrant shall report such change to the county assessor or the Idaho Transportation
Department within thirty (30) days following the ch ange of address.

Is there a curfew in McCal l?

Yes.  It is unlawful for any person under the age o f eighteen (18) years to be on any street, alley, 
public ground, public place or in any places open t o the public or exposed to public use in the 
City of McCall between the hours of eleven o'clock (11:00) P.M. and five o'clock (5:00) A.M. Sun-
day through Thursday evenings and between the hours of twelve o'clock (12:00) midnight and 
five o'clock (5:00) A.M. on Friday and Saturday eve nings.  For people under the age of sixteen 
(16) the curfew is between the hours of eleven o'cl ock (11:00) P.M. and five o'clock (5:00) A.M. 
on all days of the week.

It is also unlawful for any parent, guardian or oth er person having the care and custody of any 
person under the age of eighteen (18) years to allow the person to violate the curfew.

The curfew does not apply to any person who is acco mpanied by his parent, guardian or other 
adult person having the care and custody of him, no r to any person who is in the performance of 
an errand or duty directed by his parent, guardian or other adult person having the care and 
custody of him, nor to any person who is actually a t the time engaged in legitimate employment 
for profit. 

Is i t OK to skateboard on the sidewalk?

No.  You cannot skateboard on a public or private s idewalk; or in Legacy park, Art Roberts park, or Mi ll park; in any other city  park 
where posted with signs advising skateboarding is not allowed; or on a public street posted with signs  advising skateboarding is  not 
allowed; or while on a public street in violation o f traffic rules and regulations applicable to bicyc les. 

Can I take my dog for  walk of f- leash?

No.  If you walk your dog on any streets or alleys of the City, or in any public place in the City, or  upon private property ope n to en-
forcement, the dog must be attached to and controll ed by a leash not exceeding eight feet (8') in leng th. 

Have a question about city codes or state statues?  Email your questions to police@mccall.id.us .

Very stupid robbers
Two robbers were robbing a hotel. The first one sai d, "I 
hear sirens. Jump!"

The second one said, "But we're on the 13th floor!"

The first one screamed back, "This is no time to be  su-
perstitious



S U P P O R T S E R V I C E S C O R N E R
Submi t ted by Suppor t Serv ices Superv is or Nancy Lockhar t

Dog Licensing:   Dog licenses will be due again this year on January 1, 2009.  We will be sending out 
renewal notices during November 2008 and the tags w ill be available as of December 1, 2008. 

Please bring your renewal notice with you or includ e when mailing your licensing fee.  We will highlig ht 
the rabies expiration date if a new certificate is required before a license can be issued. 

If this is the first time for licensing your dog, p lease bring the following paperwork:  Proof of rabi es 
vaccination and proof of spay or neuter.  Licensing  fees are:  $10.00 if your dog has been spayed or 
neutered.  $25.00 if your dog has not been spayed o r neutered.  If you own three or more dogs, you are  
required to pay the kennel fee of $25.00 in additio n to the per dog license fees.

If you have any questions please call us at 634-7144.

Requesting Report Copy:    All requests for crime reports will go to the pr osecutor’s office for approval.  You can pick up th e request 
form at the police department.

Vehicle accident reports are available upon request  by parties involved through the police records sec tion.  These reports can be
emailed or faxed to the requester.

Insurance companies may ask for vehicle accident re port copies via email ( police@mccall.id.us) or fax (208/634-7983).  Please provide 
incident number (if available), driver’s name, date  of incident and location of incident.

If you have any questions, please call us at 634-7144.
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T H E M C C A L L P O L I C E D E P A R T M E N T

Knitting and driving
A policeman spots a woman driving and knitting at t he 
same time. Driving up beside her, he shouts out the  win-
dow... "Pull over!"

"No," she shouts back, "a pair of socks!"

Do you have any questions or comments?  Is there a topic you would like covered in the next newsletter ?  Would 
you  like to be taken off the distribution list.  P lease email police@mccall.id.us or call 208.634.714 4.


