Serving the community as members of the community

Community Connections

CHIEF CHAT

Submitted by Chief Jerry Summers

Once again the City of McCall has the privilege of hosting the McCall Winter Car-
nival. This is a wonderful tradition which dates b ack to 1924. This year, the
McCall Police Department is going to try a new appr oach toward public safety
during the Mardi Gras parade.

We have decided to barricade the parade route in an effort to prevent children
from running into the street in front of traffic to pick up candy. As the crowds
have become larger so has the concern that this typ e of excitement could lead to
a potential serious mishap. We are requesting assi stance from everyone to insure
this never occurs.

Please help us keep the participating public from h arm by encouraging others to
stay behind the barricade tape and remind those in the parade procession to toss
their candy into the crowd. Itis the desire of e veryone involved in the parade,
festivities planning, City staff and the police dep artment, to carry on the tradi-
tion of keeping the City of McCall a safe place to live, work, visit, and play.

Welcome to McCall and enjoy all the incredible activities in a responsible man-
ner. We appreciate your participation in a 65 year old tradition.

LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN COMES
TO MCCALL

Submitted by Lt. Pete Rittenger

If you haven't already heard, the 2009 Special Olym pics World Winter Games are
going to be held in Idaho February 7-13. Approximately 2500 athletes from 100
countries will be coming to Idaho to compete in win ter sports events at various
venues throughout the state.

As part of the celebration leading up to the games, the Law Enforcement Torch
Run will be making its way through McCall on February 5™.

An international team of 40 members, which includes Law Enforcement Off-
cer runners, Special Olympics athletes and support personnel, will se rve
as Guardians of the Flame as they
welcome and receive the “Flame of
Hope” in Idaho. To symbolize the
significant contribution of law en-
forcement and the inclusion of Spe-
cial Olympics athletes in this unified
L AW ENFORCEMEMNT TorchRun, the Final Leg Team will
conduct extensive runs in many
TO RC H RU N ~ towns throughout Idaho, including
# MccCall, to heighten awareness of
Special Olympics and the World
Games. The Final Leg Team will
safely deliver the “Flame of Hope” to the 2009 World Winter Games O pening
Ceremony in Nampa, Idaho on February 7th.

The Final Leg Mission is to:

Create awareness and excitement for Special Olympics and the World
Winter Games

Encourage support and attendance of the World Winte r Games

Serve as Guardians of the Flame by maintaining and protecting the
“Flame of Hope” until the lighting of the cauldron  at the World Winter
Games Opening Ceremony

See TORCH RUN Page 2
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Torch Run
(Continued from Page 1)

Proudly represent Law Enforcement and Torch Run programs from around the world as a symbol of their de ep commitment
to the athletes of Special Olympics

Involve, inspire and motivate Law Enforcement Torch Run and Special Olympics athlete participants to i ncrease their level
of commitment to Special Olympics when they return to their home programs

Showcase the abilities and involvement of the Speci al Olympics athletes who serve on the unified Final Leg Team
All community members are welcome and encouraged to participate in the Torch Run. The run will begin  at approximately 09:10 AM

from behind City Hall. The run will end at the Pay ette Lakes Middle School at approximately 09:30 AM. A ceremony will be held in
the middle school gym at the conclusion of the run.  The public is invited to attend the ceremony.

Lt. Rittenger supervises investigations and patrol.

WINTER DRIVING EMERGENCY SURVIVAL TIPS

Submitted by Ofc. Jessica Bixby

Always Be Prepared
Living in areas prone to bad weather and winter sto rms has also taught me a tremendous respect for the elements. Snow can be

enormous fun to play in but can create special haza rds when we must drive in it. With a little foreth  ought and preparation, we can
brave the winter snow with confidence.

Consider This...

On your way home, your car slides on an icy patch o f road and you find yourself in a ditch,
unable to maneuver out. You are stuck in the snow and find yourself stranded waiting for
help to arrive. The wind is blowing at 25 mph and the temperature is 10 degrees. The
wind chill is -24 degrees Fahrenheit. Frostbite and hypothermia can begin to occur in a very
short time. Are you prepared?

With just a little time and effort on your part, yo  u can tip the odds of survival significantly
in your favor, should the elements turn on you and threaten the lives of you and your fam-
ily members.

At the beginning of each winter, | like to prepare an Emergency Road Kit, which always
travels with me. It takes up a little room but fin  ding a container that will properly fit your
vehicle's available space can make carrying around the added cargo as painless as possible.

YOUR WINTER EMERGENCY SURVIVAL KIT : :
Even the Police get stuck once in a

Blankets or Sleeping Bags Properly fitting Tire Chains

Extra clothing Flashlight (with extra batteries) while
First Aid Kit Jumper Cables

Safety Flares Plastic Bags

Wooden Matches Duct Tape

Snack Food (high calorie, non-perishable) Drinking Water and/o r Water Container

Paper Towels An empty can with cover and tissues for sanitary pu rposes

Shovel (the folding ones are great)
Sack of Sand (kitty litter, ice melt etc.) for trac  tion ~ Auto Emergency Tool Kit or Road Emergency Kit

Compass Road Atlas
Winter Gloves or even better Convertible Gloves Snow scraper
Cellular Phone (for emergencies) Emergency Crank Radio

Note: You may find you have special needs requiring additional items, depending on your individual nee ds.

ROAD SMART

Most highways today have a posted minimum speed of 55 mph, which is a safe traveling speed unless you are driving during a blinding
blizzard. The minimum speed posted applies during normal road conditions. You will not be ticketed f or driving slower during a
winter storm. However, in slowing down, the lifey ou save may be your own.

WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN ORDINARY DRIVER AND DB ONE?
An ordinary driver reacts to the road situations.

A good driver anticipates crises and avoids them.

It pays to stay alert and aware of other drivers on the road. Allow extra braking room between you an d the car ahead, to allow for
sliding. Check your rearview mirror often for cars following too closely, who could "accidentally” hi t you from behind. It is often
possible to avoid being rear-ended if you stay alert and are aware of the possible danger. See SURVIVAL TIPS Page 3
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Survival Tips
(Continued from Page 2)

It is always best to allow yourself extra driving t ime during the
winter months to avoid being rushed to the point th at you are
tempted to drive faster than road conditions permit

PREPARE YOUR CAR FOR AN EMERGENCY
Make sure your car is winterized and running proper ly so you will
not be stranded in bad weather. Keep your gas tank near full to
avoid fuel line freeze-up. A full tank also provide s added weight
and will allow you to keep warm longer, should you become a
stranded motorist.

IF YOU ARE STRANDED IN YOUR CAR:

Stay in your car or truck. Itis easy to become disori-
ented in blowing snow and cold.

Run the motor for about ten minutes every hour for
heat. To avoid carbon monoxide poisoning open the
window a little for fresh air, check to be certain  the
exhaust pipe is not blocked.

Make yourself visible to rescuers.  Turn on the dome
light when running the engine. Tie a colored cloth
(preferably red) to your antenna or door. After the

snow has stopped falling raise the hood indicating trou-
ble.

Exercise from time to time by vigorously moving arm s, legs, fin-
gers and toes to keep the blood circulating and to keep warm.

IF YOU ARE STRANDED OUTSIDE DURING A

STORM:
Find Shelter
Try to stay dry

Cover all exposed parts of the body

IF THERE IS NO SHELTER AVAILABLE:

Prepare a lean-to, wind-break, igloo or snow cave for
protection from the wind.

Build a fire for heat and to attract attention.
Place rocks around the fire to absorb and reflect h eat.

Do not eat snow. It will lower your body temperatu re.
Melt it first when possible.

Keep posted on local weather conditions. Your loca | radio, tele-
vision stations, internet and weather service radio will keep you
informed on the forecasts.

Source: Reliableanswers.com / Annette M. Hill

Ofc. Bixby is a patrol officer and long time resident of McCal |I.
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Impaired Driving Fact
In 2007, just over 40 percent of the Idaho motor ve hicle
fatalities were the result of impaired driving. Of  the 101
persons killed in impaired driving crashes, 93 perc ent
were either the impaired driver, a person riding wi  th an
impaired driver, an impaired ATV driver, or an impa ired
pedestrian.

OFFICERS IN TRAINING

The law enforcement field requires a wide range of skills. Our
officers attend training on a regular basis to furt her their knowl-
edge and effectiveness. Here is a list of the trai ning our officers
received in the in the last few months.

Chief Summers — Amber Alert

Det. Fieldstad — Advanced Narcotics Investigation, Domestic Vio-
lence Seminar

Lt. Rittenger — Internal Affairs, FBI Executive Academy

Sgt. Donica — Breath Test Specialist

Sandy Ryska— Breath Test Specialist

Ofc. Bixby — Drugs that Impair, Domestic Violence Seminar

Ofc. Maini — Drugs that Impair, Domestic Violence Seminar

Ofc. Rabdau — Drugs that Impair, Domestic Violence Seminar
Ofc. Bodden — Drugs that Impair, Domestic Violence Seminar

- Lrﬂ'“
MPD and VCSO officers conduct Active
Shooter training at McCall-Donnelly HS, 2008.
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CITIZEN'S ACADEMY TO BEGIN
FEBRUARY 18TH

Submitted by Lt. Pete Rittenger

The Citizen’s Police Academy which was schedule to begin in
January was rescheduled. The eleven-week Citizen's Academy
will begin February 18, 2009.

The purpose of the academy is to provide citizens w ith a working
knowledge of the police department, so that we can more readily
accomplish our goal of continuously improving relat ions between
the community and law enforcement. The more informa tion citi-
zen's have about the police department, the less su spicions,
fears and misconceptions that will exist, thereby e liminating
conflicts caused simply by a lack of understanding.

The Academy spans 12 weeks, meeting once a week inthe eve-
ning for two to three hours.

Each comprehensive block of instruction is designed to give citi-
zens a working knowledge of the McCall Police Department. In-
struction is provided by officers and supervisors. Instruction var-
ies from class to class, but usually consists of le ctures, demon-
strations, and hands-on practice. In general, we wi Il cover such
diverse topics as criminal and traffic law, search and seizure,
arrest techniques, patrol procedures, criminal inve stigations, DUI
detection and narcotics interdiction and investigat ion; with a
particular emphasis on patrol, the area where citiz ens are most
often in contact.



SERIAL NUMBERS HELP SOLVE
BURGLARY AND THEFT CASES

Submitted by Det. Eric Fieldstad

Many burglary and theft crimes go unsolved because police do not
have sufficient evidence to lead them to a suspect. The police
department often finds property we believe to be st olen. The
recovery of stolen property is an excellent startin g point to iden-
tify the people responsible for the theft and retur  ning the prop-
erty to the rightful owner. Serial numbers on prop erty is one of
the most effective means for identifying stolen pro perty and
associating stolen property with particular theftc ases.

The problem is many of us do not record the serial numbers on
items thieves want to take. This includes items su ch as televi-
sions, stereos, computers, iPods, cell phones, bicy cles and gam-
ing systems. The chances of getting your stolen pr operty back
greatly increases when serial numbers are associated with the

property.

A few simple steps can help the police recover your items and
possibly arrest the people responsible for taking y our property.
The first, and easiest, step is to record the seria | numbers of
property you have. Keep the list of serial numbers in a safe
place like a safety deposit box. The second step i s to take pic-
tures or a yearly video of your items which include s a close up of
the serial number. Again, place these pictures or video in a safe
place like a safety deposit box. The third step is to engrave the
items with your driver’s license number and state o fissue. This
should look like the following: 1D — AB12345A (ID for Idaho, fol-
lowed by the driver’s license numbers). We do not encourage
engraving your social security number on property d ue to the
recent increase in identity thefts.

For construction equipment and tools, mark your ite  ms with
spray paint in a manner you can easily describe to the investigat-
ing officer. Stay consistent with the color and pa ttern sprayed
on the equipment.

By taking these simple precautions, you will be able to play an
active roll in solving your case when an officer ar rives to take
your burglary report.

Det. Fieldstad is the department investigator and can answe r any
additional questions. He can be reached at 208.634.7144.

SUPPORT SERVICES CORNER

Submitted by Support Services Supervisor Nancy Lockhart

CURIOUS MINDS WANT TO
KNOW....

The snow is getting deep! Can | just push
my snow into the street for the plows to re-
move?

| feel for you, but, no. McCall City Code states: Itis unlawfu |
for any person, firm or entity to dispose of snow o n any city
street. It is also unlawful to push snow across or onto any street
for the purpose of disposing of the snow on other p roperties
unless owned by the same.

McCall is a great place to snowmobile. Is it

OK to ride them in town?

Yes and no. There are specific state and local codes regarding
the operation of snowmobiles on public roads and wi thin the
city. The McCall Police Department has prepared a pamphlet
which describes under what conditions snowmobiles c an be
operated in the city. The pamphlet is on-line at
www.mccall.id.us. Hard copies of the pamphlet can
at the police department.

be found
| see lots of people sledding at Art Roberts
Park. Is it OK to sled there?

Yes. The park is open to the public and some peopl e do sled
there. Just remember, sledding is inherently dange rous and
people do so at their own risk.
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Youthful Driver Fatalities

In 2007, youthful Idahoan drivers, ages 15 to 19,
were 3 times as likely as all other drivers to be i n-
volved in a fatal and injury crash.
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Support Services Staff: The support services staff has increased by one. We now have three employees on staff to assist you, the
Support Services Supervisor (Nancy Lockhart), the Evidence Administrative Assistant (Sandy Ryska) andthe Records Administrative
Assistant (Laura Shelamer). Our newest member, the Records Administrative Assistant will be in traini ng for approximately one

month.

Please welcome Laura Shelamer as the Records Adminstrative Assistant. She will be responsible

for the department reports, she will distribute rep
forward the citations to the Court. She will also

ort copies to the prosecutors’ offices and will
be waiting on the counter and answering the

phones. She will do the department ordering of sup plies and equipment. After Laura’s training is

complete, all requests for report copies will be di  rected to her.

Sandy Ryska will be responsible for the evidence/pr operty operation. Any questions about evi-
dence, lost or found property and safekeeping prope rty will be referred to Sandy.

Dog Licensing: We are currently in the dog license renewal time period. If you have not renewed
your dog'’s license or licensed your dog, be sure to take care of the process during February, 2009.

There has been a change with the tag that is issued . The dog tags issued this year will carry the

Our newest team member,
Laura Shelamer

permanent number assigned to your dog. Although th is is a permanent number, the tag must be
renewed every year. If the tag is lost or becomes unreadable, please contact the police department an d we will replace the tag

with another and change the assigned number.

If your pet moves from the City Limits or passes aw ay, please let us know so that we can cancel the ta g number.

See SUPPORT SERVICES®age 5
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Support Services
(Continued from Page 4)

Report Copies: We are no longer providing hard copies of report s. You may receive a copy on CD for $1.00 , by e-mail at no cost
and by fax to a local or 800 number at no cost.

If you have any questions, please call us at 634-7144.

NEW PATROL AND CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

Our newest patrol officer, Michael Maini, has succe ssfully com-
pleted his training and is now out patrolling on hi s own. Con-
gratulations Michael! Michael completed a 14 week Field Train-
ing Program and a 10 week Patrol Academy at the Idaho State
Police facility in Meridian. Michael is a McCall-D onnelly High
School and Gonzaga University graduate. While at Gonzaga,
Michael worked as a Marine Deputy for Kootenai County.

Ned Crossley is now the department’s code enforceme nt officer.

Ned has been with the department since 2006. He is an Idaho

native and a University of Idaho graduate. Ned'’s p rimary re-

sponsibilities will be to enforce the City of McCal I's city ordi- Officer Michael Maini Officer Ned Crossley
nances.

Sunrise in McCall

Do you have any questions or comments? Is there atopic you would like covered in the next newsletter ? Would
you like to be taken off the distribution list? P lease email police@mccall.id.us or call 208.634.714 4.



